
A Lenten note from PAstor Peter…  Let’s PAuse And tAke A BreAther! 
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T h e  B a n n e r  

Dear Friends, 
 Lent arrives this week!  It 
begins with Ash Wednesday on 
February 26th.  Then, it lasts for 40 
days plus the six Sundays in Lent 
before Easter. 
 The season of Lent is a time 
to deepen our relationship with 
God and each other as we reflect 
on Jesus’ life and death in more intentional and 
reflective ways.  The seasonal color for Lent is 
purple: deep, dark, thoughtful, even somber, but 
also royal and rich—symbolizing our reflective 
mood—and fitting for the King of Kings. 
 Lent provides a time for us to pause and 
take a “breather”!  Have you ever taken a 
“breather”? 
 Let’s say you’re buried in the middle of a 
meaningful project.  Have you ever said to yourself 
or others, “Wait a minute?  Let’s pause and take a 
breather!”  When I was younger, I used to chop 
wood to heat our home in the winter.  I’d go out 
after school and split some wood into useable 
pieces.  Sometimes I swung the axe so hard and for 
so long that I got winded.  I’d have to take a 
break—allow my breathing to catch up with my 
need for oxygen.   I’d need to pause and take a 
“breather.” 
 The “breather” is an image for us to reflect 
on as we enter Lent—a time we take a break from 
our busy-ness.  Lent’s a time to pause and evaluate 
some of our normal routines so we focus less at-
tention on our daily race to “do” things and focus 
more on our need for God to fill us up. 
 So, let’s pause and imagine Lent as a time to 
have an opportunity to take a deep and long 
breath—40 days long!   

When we take deep “breather” we pause, relax 
and rest; yet soon again we are on our way 
strengthened.  Taking a deep “breather” is some-
thing we do when we are uncertain, perhaps anx-
ious, and we want to compose our self before div-
ing in.  And that is why through church history 
many have accepted the challenge to give up 
something for Lent. 
 Our culture experiences this need as well; 
however, sometimes the practice of giving up 
something in Lent becomes twisted into just an-
other self-improvement plan: to give up smoking, 
coffee, or chocolate or other sweets to finally lose 
the weight from the Thanksgiving to New Year’s 
Day excesses—to be ready for the beach!  But in 
the church—perhaps more authentically—a disci-
ple will give up something up for Lent that’s really 
crucial.  In our church life Lent is more about sac-
rifice.  Our focus is not on sweets, but is on what 
Jesus did and does for us that we might love God 
and each other as we hear the call to serve in our 
    (Continued on Page 5) 

Gather with South 

Fork Presbyterians  

Ash Wednesday 
 

BPC will join with sister Pres-

byterian churches on Ash Wednesday, Febru-

ary 26, as we usher in the church calen-

dar Season of Lent with a worship service and 

special music at 7:00 pm at the Old Whalers’ 

Church, 44 Union Street, Sag Harbor. Along with 

the Old Whalers’ congregation, BPC will join 

with congregations from Amagansett, East 

Hampton and Springs.   
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Notes from Christian Ed Director 

Happy New Year! The Christian Education Committee wrapped up the year with a 

beautiful Christmas pageant. All the children did an amazing job portraying the 

Christmas story. Douglas Sabo’s solo of “O Holy Night” was an extra special addition 

to the service. In the upcoming months the Sunday School will continue to learn 

about different values as seen in the Bible. In February, we will learn about Compas-

sion in the Bible and in March we will be studying Courage. In conjunction with con-

tinuing our study of values, the children will be selecting an organization as our Spring Mission Project. 

Also coming up in March the CE committee and Sunday School will be hosting a brunch after worship.  

Easter Sunday this year is April 12, which means that our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Satur-

day April 11. More details regarding the Egg Hunt will be in the next newsletter. 

St. Patrick's Day Brunch 

for Congregation  

Sun, Mar 15th 
 

The CE Ministry invites you to a St. Pat-
rick’s Day Sunday Brunch on Sunday, 
March 15th, following worship.  The CE 
Ministry’s spring brunch this year will 
take on the flavors of St. Patrick’s Day and 
spring.  Plan to stay with the whole family 
for this annual spring brunch event in the 
Parlors!  

The Season of Lent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A depiction of Jonah from the façade of the Amiens Cathedral 
(thirteenth century). 

The season of Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and self-
examination in preparation for the celebration of the res-
urrection of the Lord at Easter.  It is a period of 40 days — 
like the flood of Genesis, Moses’ sojourn at Mount Sinai, 
Elijah’s journey to Mount Horeb, Jonah’s call to Ninevah to 
repent and Jesus’ time of testing in the wilderness.  (The 
Sundays in Lent are not counted in this reckoning of the 
time between Ash Wednesday and Easter, as every Lord’s 
Day is a celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.) 

In the early church, Lent was a time of preparation for the 
celebration of baptism at the Easter Vigil.  In many com-
munities of faith it remains a time to equip and nurture 
candidates for baptism and confirmation and to reflect 
deeply on the theme of baptismal discipleship. 
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Mission Ministry Members Make Lunches for the Homeless 

Happy 2020! Happy 350th anniversary! 

The Mission Committee has begun our hands-on mission for Maureen's Haven lunch making for the 
homeless. The last two dates will be 2/8 and 3/14 at 9 AM on Saturdays, in the kitchen in the Parlors. It 
is very quick work, less than an hour, but it is an opportunity time for fellowship and a chance to dis-
cuss mission and new ideas. We have the waters, juice boxes, baggies and bags. We look for donations 
for sandwich fillings, chicken and egg salad have been the favorites, and for fruit. Please let one of the 
mission committee members know if you would like to join on one of the two remaining Saturdays. 

The 350th anniversary of the beginning roots of our church community is this year.  It will be wonder-
ful way to celebrate our history and contribution to Bridgehampton. We will be having for an art show 
that will benefit BPC 's Historical Preservation and the local charities that we support. The show will be 
hung in the sanctuary the first week in July and be there through August.  

We are planning opening and closing receptions on July 11th and August 29th  

From the Balcony, 

You’LL never know … tiLL You trY 

 We are through mid February now and, if you’re like many folks, you 

tried a New Year’s resolution; Some people follow thru with success for 

great concepts for the betterment of their life.  It can be reading up on 
special subjects, being more healthy through better eating or ... even 
trying to broaden your talent thru music. 
Often people can become overwhelmed by the length of time of com-
mitments and the outcome can seen in those short lived resolutions. 
(Current Resolution success is at 9.2%.). 
Where am I going with this? 
Presently, the bell and vocal choirs are missing 30% and 25% of their 
members. 
This makes a significant impact to productivity in rehearsals and espe-
cially preparation for the handbell music. It would be similar to having 

ten consecutive keys on the piano that don’t sound.. not only is there no 

sound, but the ringers who are present can’t depend on hearing the 

musical line in its full context. 
So ... what am I proposing? 

I’m extending an invitation to all of you to just try ringing or singing for 

a short length of commitment, It may be a wonderful experience which 

you’ll be thrilled with your new abilities aimed at praising God.  It could 

be a challenge and if it is and you stick it out through this short commit-

ment, you’ve received the satisfaction of sticking with it ... and praising 

God.  And, if the experience is just horrible and you feel totally inept at 

music, we can talk that thru and know we’ve taken a chance at praising 

God and music might not be your greatest talent ... but your doing your 
best to Praise God.     Praise God!  Tom 
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350th Anniversary of the Bridgehampton Presbyterian Church-2020 

“insPired BY our PAst. AsPiring to our future” 

 BPC is in the process of planning multiple celebrations for our 350th Anniversary since our 1670 
start.  Our Church is the centerpiece of Bridgehampton and a designated historic site.  Our goal is to have 
multiple events throughout the year: Concerts, Strawberry Festival, Art Show, Family and kids events, 
Worship Services with authentic period music—cello, organ, pitch 
pipe—early . Spring, late Summer, and late Fall, plus lots more as 
the ideas keep percolating up.   

 The working Mission Statement at this time is:  

 As we celebrate the 350th Anniversary of the Bridgehampton Presby-
terian Church we are looking to the future, for our church and our 
local mission.  We gain our strength from our community and our 
history.  Like our country and its founding fathers and mothers, our 
church has a rich and fascinating history. 

 It is a draft statement and we invite others to watch for announce-
ments for the next meeting so we can gather in lots of ideas and support. 

 All events and activities will be branded with a logo being created for the 350th.  The goal is to get at 
least 8 on the calendar before the end of the year, so that we can announce the 350th Anniversary Cele-
bration and make sure we make all event calendars.  We hope to have a journal to sell ads to friends and 
local businesses, thank donors, and promote charities.  It would be available throughout the season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Sip and Paint" Celebrates 350th BPC Anniversary Painting 

Church Portraits! 
 

The "Sip and Paint" gathering a week ago Friday painted portraits of our 176-year-old church building 
as part of our 350th BPC Anniversary celebration.  And what beautiful paintings of the church were 
created.  Pictured here are the fruits of the evening!  We have some great artists in the church family!  
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Three BCMF Spring Concerts begin with  

“mozArt PortrAit with ALAn ALdA” 

 
  

The Bridgehampton Chamber Music Festival starts its Sixth Season of 

Spring Concerts in the BPC sanctuary as they bring warmth as winter 

turns to spring.  This year they are: 

 March 21: “Mozart Portrait with Alan Alda”  

 April 18: “Colorful Winds: Beethoven, Puccini and More” 

 May 16: Vernon Quartet  

The concerts will all be on Saturdays at 5:00 pm in the BPC sanctu-

ary.  Welcome spring with fine, uplifting music!  Tickets may be pur-

chased at www.bcmf.org.  

Let’s PAuse And tAke A BreAther! 

(Continued from Page 1) 
 
individual ministries for God’s kingdom and God’s people. 
 
With Jesus our focus we understand his sacrifice is not just another self-improvement plan.  In fact, his 
life and death is not the least bit self-focused, Jesus’ sacrifice is centered on being obedient to God and 
offering love to the world and each one of us. 
 
Choir members probably know the type of deep breath I describe we need for Lent.  I’m sure Thomas 
reminds the choir that, in the beats just prior to singing, they must prepare:  
 

Stand straight!  Relax your jaw and throat muscles!  Pay attention to your diaphragm!  Take a deep 
enough breath to sustain your singing!  And, most importantly, pay attention to me! 

 
Choir members know even if the coming lyrics are sung quietly—still—a deep breath is required.  This 
is the deep breath I have in mind for Lent.  This is the pause we take for a “breather”! 
 
So, let us prepare!  Pause for a “breather”!  Take a long, deep breath and prepare to sing “Alleluia” on 
Easter Day in response to Christ’s resurrection and its promise for each one of us. 
 

Grace and peace, Pastor Peter 

http://www.bcmf.org
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FROM THE HISTORICAL RESTORATION AND PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

Was Wright Right or Wrong?  

Our work transcribing church records has provided some interesting stories about our earlier members, 
many of whom have fallen out of our collective memory.  One of these is Levi D. Wright, a local doctor 
and a prominent member of the congregation for over four decades.  Although he did not join the church 
until age 32 (March 12, 1842), he rose quickly, becoming an elder a year later.  Among other prestigious 
positions, he was one of a committee of two entrusted with planning Rev. Francis' funeral (1845), and in 
1865 was one of another committee of two appointed "to devise ways and means to raise funds to meet 
our annual expenditures"---functions not likely to have been lightly assigned.  He served the church con-
tinually until shortly before his death on March 23, 1883.  Notwithstanding his apparent devotion to the 
church, he appears to have had an independent streak that could even be applied against it or at least 
some of its members, as suggested by the following (gleaned from our Session and Parish/Society min-
utes and the few Trustees' reports we have been able to locate). 
 
The cost of building our church (1842) led to a dire financial condition, which was to last for decades.  In 
the 1840s and '50s the church lacked funds for planting trees, laying sidewalks and building horse 
sheds.  It took a decade to scrape together money to purchase a bell for the steeple.  Among the items 
that were deferred was fencing the property.  Sometime in the early 1850s the church obtained a sur-
vey, one of the purposes being to begin the project.  As we know, even today getting an accurate survey 
can be a challenge.   

In response to the Trustees' request, the Parish-Society (at its annual meeting of September 20, 1855) 
appointed a committee comprised of Edwin Rose, Wilkes Hedges and Roger A. Francis to "superintend 
the fences and trees about the church."  Also, the meeting instructed the Trustees "to cause a resurvey of 
the church lot." The reason for the "resurvey" was not given.   

In their report to the Society the Trustees tersely noted that a problem had arisen regarding the location 
of the line between Dr. Wright's homestead and the church property. 

There is one other matter which should engage the attention of the above named commit-
tee if appointed, to wit, the grounds on the eastern part of the Church lot with Doc. Wright 
and Trustees ask for instructions as to the expediency of finishing the fence on the east 
side of the lot in the manner originally contemplated and with suitable gates. 

The words "manner originally contemplated" most likely suggests the intention on the part of the Trus-
tees that fencing conform to a plot diagram that had been created from the original survey.  It is likely 
Elder Wright was present at the Society meeting or would have learned of its actions shortly afterwards, 
but there is no indication of any comment on his part.  

At some time during the ensuring year, the Trustees and/or the Committee proceeded to place a fence 
along what they assumed to be the Wright-church property line.  Whether they provided Dr. Wright 
with notice---or communicated with him in any way about their action---is unknown, but the result is 
quite clear, as indicated by the Trustees' report to the September 18, 1856 Society meeting:  

The Trustees . . . have caused the Church lot to be surveyed, a plot of the same made and [fences] put up 
according to said plot. . ..  On the East Line of the lot on the road leading from Bulls Head to the Ocean 
the Committee of Repairs put up their fence according to the survey & plot of the lot.  The adjoining 
[property owner] Doc. Wright, claiming an [unclear] further north than the line established by the sur-
vey, has taken up the fence put down by said committee for some few feet on the east [front] of the lot 
and placed his own fence in its stead.   

           (Continued on Page 7) 



Page  7 
 F e b r u a r y — m a r c h  2 0 2 0  

(Continued from Page 6) 

And from this point extending his line back at right angles with the road his enclosure of 
what was supposed to be a part of the Church lot . . ..  The Trustees submit this matter to 
the meeting for instructions. 

Although the Society approved fencing at other locations, the meeting did not approve this particular 
fencing but instead appointed a committee, which included one member of the Committee of Repairs, to 
deal with the matter: 

Whereas, a dispute has arisen between 
Dr. Levi D. Wright and the Parish in re-
gard to the true division or partition 
line between them on the south side of 
the Parish grounds where the church 
stands, in order therefore to settle said 
difficulty amicably and ascertain the 
true boundary line between the said 
parties, resolved, by and with the con-
sent and approbation of the said Dr. 
Wright, in Parish meeting expressed, 
that Wilkes Hedges, Henry P. Hedges 
and Enoch Halsey be a committee on 
the part of the Parish to ascertain and 
locate the line and partition fence be-
tween the said parties. 

 
Special mention of Dr. Wright's "consent and approbation" may have been more by way of seeking ac-
commodation than a statement of fact, but in any case, he apparently had agreed to arbitration by 
church members.  The membership of Henry Hedges on the committee shows the importance attached 
to the matter.  
 
The following rather terse summation in the Society minutes for September 17, 1857, does not say who 
won and who lost:  
 

The report of the committee on the difficulty existing between the Society and Dr. Levi D. 
Wright was called for and read.  On motion, of Edwin Rose, Esq., it was voted, that the re-
port of the committee be accepted. 

 
The committee report has not been found, leaving the minute to put the matter to rest.   

Dr. Wright, and also his wife Amanda (1809-1886), who joined the church at the same time as Dr. 
Wright, had two sons, both christened "Levi D."  The first, born on July 19, 1838, died within six months.  
The second, born April 14, 1840 lived to age seven.  All four are buried in a family plot in the Old Burying 
Ground.  The tombstone's epitaph is taken from Psalm 112:6: 

 The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. 

     Ron Brackett  Doris Edwards   Carolyn French  
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Work Completed on BCMF Gift Upgrading and  

Increasing BPC Air Conditioning!!! 
 

Thanks to a gift from our friends with the Bridgehampton Chamber Music Festival (BCMF) the BPC is 

updating the air conditioning in the sanctuary (originally a gift from BCMF and is adding air conditioning 

to the Nursery and to the Newman Room for the first time.  Parts for the original compressors can no 

longer be replaced due to current environmental regulations and so new compressors were needed 

rather than wait for them to stop cooling.  The BCMF also uses each summer the Nursery as a "green 

room" for the artists to prepare to go "on stage" and they use the Newman Room as a room for re-

cording the concerts in the sanctuary.  We are grateful for the gift of renewed air and new air from our 

friends at the BCMF!  

Update: Situation is Dire with 

our Sister Church in Cuba!  Items 

needed... 

  

Attention Please ...  An update from our sister Presbyterian 

church in Guines, Cuba. The situation is quite serious, with no city 

water, no electricity and low gas supplies—the situation is bleak at 

best.  In order to have time to pack supplies, the deadline for dona-

tions has been moved forward one week to March 8th.   

 

Needed: The Dengue fever has spread due to poor food sup-

plies.  Please collect Acetaminophen to help with the fever, as well 

as Vitamin C.  Masks and children’s vitamins would be gratefully 

appreciated.  Please keep the members and families of the church 

as well as the city of Guines in your prayers as they continue to 

deal with the difficult situation there.  







Birthday’s  &  Anniversary’s  
February & March  2020 
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Welcome to Vera Lynn Sieger! 

Welcome to Vera Lynn Sieger, born on February 4, 
2020   (8lbs 11oz) was born on February 4, 2020 to 
Jenna Hinshaw and Gregory Sieger in Ft. Bragg, 
California.  She weighed in at 8 pounds, 11 ounces.  
Her East Coast Grandparents are Joy and Timothy 
Sieger and Great 
Grandma Evelyn 
Tureski. Watch-
ing over Vera on 
the West Coast 
are grandparents 
Anne Bednash 
and Oscar Hin-
shaw. Point 
Arena, CA.  Cousins Claire, Vivian and Maybelle 
Norden and Oscar Sieger are excited to welcome 
Vera to the clan!  We congratulate the family, 
grandparents and great-grandmother on this new 
addition to the  family. 

Hunter Babinski 2/01  

Billy Babinski 2/01  

Charles Brackett 2/07  

Jennifer Leonard 2/07  

Albie McCoy 2/07  

Stephanie Bormuth 2/09  

Nancy Pearsall 2/10  

Donald Murphy 2/13  

William Oppold 2/15  

Nathan Osborn 2/15  

Kevin & Deb McEneaney  2/17 

Jenn Dupree 2/19  

Rowan Guiffrida 2/20  

Michael Weigley 2/24  

Douglas & Nancy Bormuth 02/25 

Lily Babcock 2/25  

Sophia Beech 2/25  

Loren Bennett 3/08 

Dylan Borelli 3/08 

Noreen Barbour 3/12 

Lillian Weiss 3/13 

Elise Barbour 3/13 

Amy Halsey 3/14 

Tim Sieger 3/14 

Nicholas McCoy 3/15 

Allison Dakers 3/16 

Victoria Kuss 3/18 

Barbara White Ford 3/20 

Robin Bormuth 3/21 

Sebastion Guiffrida 3/21 

Stallard Babcock 3/23 

Bonnie Hedges 3/23 

Geoffry Alster 3/24 

Raemary Duryea 3/24 

Mimi Leonard 3/26 

Allison Babcock 3/27 

Jeannine Frenzel 3/27 

Edward Kush 3/27 

Casey Waleko 3/27 

“YogA – 

stretch” 

Group  

Continues ! 

“Yoga – Stretch” will 
meet Wednesdays 
8:30--9:30 am 
through June in The Parlors.   

BPC welcomes a “Yoga”/ “Stretch” Class for 
members and friends.  The group leader Linda 
Capello will hold Wednesday classes Wednes-
day mornings from 8:30-9:30+.  This group is 
well-received and is continuing through 
June!!!  Questions about this group?   

Call Carrie Crowley at: (516) 459-7061.  
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