
Explore How You Spend Your Time and Energy this Advent! 
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Dear Friends: 

The angel said, “Don’t be afraid!  
Look!  I bring good news to you—
wonderful, joyous news for all 
people.  Your savior is born today 
in David’s city. He is Christ the 
Lord.   

                          —Luke 2:10-11 

The Season of Advent is here—a new 
church calendar year begins—wonderful, joyous news ar-
rives! 

Advent is a quiet time, a reflective time, a time of anticipa-
tion: the time of the year when it is easiest to focus on the 
meaning of Christ.  Wrong!!!  For many of us, those four 
weeks of Advent climaxing with Christmas is often the 
toughest time to explore how Jesus transforms our lives.  
Sure, we pack lots of Christmas parties and end-of-the-year 
activities into our schedules; and we pack in even more as 
our “to do” lists expand to a second page; and if we don’t 
depart early shopping there’s no parking spot and the regis-
ter lines are longer.   

There’s a danger: we can become overwhelmed in a dev-
astating rather than awe-inspiring way.  

We can easily lose heart with all the added stress and won-
der how to find heart once again.  We want to return to the 
heart of the Christmas story we experienced as a child in 
the Christmas Eve Pageant. 

Worship is our place to start!   

Take the Advent Challenge and make it your goal to wor-
ship each of the four Sundays in Advent.  Take the Advent 
Wreath Challenge so the meanings of the four Advent can-
dles shape your holidays into “holy/days” with year-round 
Christian gifts: hope, peace, joy and love. 

Worship is that quiet, reflective moment in our busyness 
that can free us to really anticipate Jesus’ rebirth in our lives.  
When we orient our hearts towards Christ the four Ad-
vent life-values give us new direction: hopefulness rather 

than negativity, peacefulness rather than discord, joy-
fulness rather than isolating anger, love-fulness 
rather than being empty of grace.   

Once again Advent offers us the opportunity to wor-
ship the miracle of the incarnation (God-with-us) as 
God reveals God’s self in a new way.   

Our yearly Christmas Pageant and Candlelight Service 
reminds us everyone who encounters the baby Jesus is 
moved to worship—shepherds, angels, kings, including us!  
The reality of our everyday, busy lives is that we can find 
time and energy to do what is most important to us.  
While we are busy people, we always find time and energy 
for what matters to us the most.  During quiet and reflective 
times in worship (or in those rare quiet moments outside of 
worship), explore whether your time and energy draws you 
closer to God and neighbor or is a distraction? 

It is my Advent prayer for you this Advent and into Janu-
ary’s weeks of Christmas and Epiphany that we discover 
through worship new ways to orient our time and energy 
so all may know we worship God incarnate.  Advent worship 
can radically change the way we spend, give and love—al 
because of Emmanuel—“God with us”. 

Grace and peace,  Pastor Peter 

Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday Was 

a Celebration!  

We celebrated Harvest 
Thanksgiving Sunday, 
and also Christ the 
King/Reign of Christ 
Sunday, November 
16th, with a special fam-
ily worship experi-
ence.  It included the in-
gathering of food for 
the Bridgehampton 
Community Food Pan-
try, the emptying of 
the Cents for Caring 
Jars, the Sunday School 
Singers led us with "Give 
Thanks" and our Hymn of Thanksgiving, and the an-
nual Harvest Display of goods from this fall's harvest will 
decorated our chancel. 
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Notes from Christian Ed Director 

It's hard to believe we are already at the time of starting to 
think about Christmas! During the month of November the 
Sunday School has learned about Gratitude, it has been a pleas-
ure having the children sing in Worship twice in the month of 
November. As December approaches we begin to think about 
the pageant. The months of December and January Sunday 
School will be learning about Generosity and Patience, as we 
await the birth of Jesus during the Advent season. On Decem-
ber 1st the children will be getting the parts in the Pageant and 
the following week start rehearsals after worship. Attached is a 
list of important CE dates. Thank you all for your support of our CE programs.  

Sunday 12/1 - Pageant casting - In Sunday School we will be giving out Pageant parts and discussing 
the Pageant. No Pageant practice after worship. Even older children are welcome to participate as ush-
ers or readers. 

Sunday 12/8 - Starts Pageant Practice after Worship. Practices will be 12/8, 12/15, 12/22 and be-
fore the Pageant on the 24th.  

Sunday 12/22 - Christmas Caroling with soup to follow in the Parlors. There will be fun accessories 
for all to wear during caroling and activities back at the Parlors. This will be lots of fun, a great way to 
kick off Christmas week! Our senior citizens love seeing the kids and families, it truly brightens their 
Christmas, it is one of the most heartwarming events that CE does. 

Thank you all for your support of our CE programs.  

Any questions feel free to contact me, Emily Otto, CE Director 

Sunday School Accepts "Gratitude" Challenge in No-

vember! 

During the month of November, the Sunday School theme was "Gratitude" and 
what it means to be Grateful and Thankful.  Each week, the children and adults 
in The Parlors had an opportunity to write something that they are grateful for 
on a slip of paper and place it in the bowl.  The Sunday School accepted the 
"Gratitude" Challenge in November!  The Sunday School theme for December 
will be “Generosity”!  Tis the season to be generous! 

Holiday Breads and Soups Benefits The Giving Tree! 

The CE Ministry made homemade "Breads and Soups" as a mission fund-
raiser for the Sunday School to benefit The Giving Tree 

Pictured are Cranberry Orange 

 Bread fresh from the oven  prior to being distributed Thanksgiving/
Harvest Sunday.   
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Mission Ministry Members Make Lunches for the Homeless 

Help the Mission Ministry make lunches for Maureen’s Haven’s Homeless 
Program by making sandwiches—for the Sixth Season!  The remaining 
dates—all Saturday mornings at 9:00 am—are set: December 14, January 
11, February 8, and March 14.  New faces are invited to be involved.  It’s 
very quick work, less than an hour, but it is an opportunity for fellowship 
and hands-on Mission.  Please let a Mission Ministry member know you’d 
like to help.  Tell Chair Deb McEneaney—or Mission Ministry members: 
Elizabeth Barton, Carolyn Corwith, Barbara McCoy and Diane Wade. 

Why Not Go oN the MissioN trip “Cuba 2020”! 

The East End Churches are planning to visit their sister church, La Iglesia-Presbiteriana Reformanda 
in Güines, Cuba in March, 2020.  While it seems a long way off, the preparations for a mission trip to 
Cuba take months to put together.  We’ll be traveling Monday, March 16 
from JFK to Havana on a direct flight.  The return date is Monday, March 
23 or, if you’re interested, an extension in Havana, Friday, March 
27.  The Cuban church must apply for religious visas for all religious 
travelers and the process takes a minimum of 90 days, with passport in-
formation due by December 1.  Different from most other mission trips, 
we won’t be painting anything but we will be building relationships; 
sharing with our sister church members in prayer, worship, laughter 
and joy.  Staying in their church manse, we’ll see a Cuba that tourists 
don’t see: with music and dancing.  If interest in going or would like more information on our mission, 
please contact Barbara D’Andrea (athnbub@aol.com or 631-537-1330. 

Session Extends Invitation to Become a BPC Member on Sunday, Dec 8th! 

Plans are underway to welcome those who would like to “take the next 
step” and become BPC members.  If you would like to become a part of 
the church family through membership at Bridgehampton Presbyte-
rian Church, Session invites you to meet with them on Sunday, Decem-
ber 8th at 9:30 am.  Session will greet you and share introductions, and 
those wishing to become members will join in the 10:30 am wor-
ship.  Questions?  Speak with an Elder or with Pastor Peter.  We'd love 
to have you be part of the church family! 

Deacons Seek Christmas-Cookie Bakers for Homebound Caroling 

 

Calling all bakers!  We will be delivering Christmas cookies while we 
sing Christmas Carols on December 22nd.  If you would like to con-
tribute some homemade Christmas cookies, please deliver them to 
the office by Friday, December 20th at 1:00 pm.  We will be putting 
together the cookie tins on Saturday, December 21st at 9:00 am. 

mailto:athnbub@aol.com
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350th Anniversary of the Bridgehampton Presbyterian Church-2020 

“iNspired by our past. aspiriNG to our Future” 

 BPC is in the process of planning multiple celebrations for our 350th Anniversary since our 1670 
start.  Our Church is the centerpiece of Bridgehampton and a designated historic site.  Our goal is to have 
multiple events throughout the year: Concerts, Strawberry Festival, Art Show, Family and kids events, 
Worship Services with authentic period music—cello, organ, pitch 
pipe—early . Spring, late Summer, and late Fall, plus lots more as 
the ideas keep percolating up.   

 The working Mission Statement at this time is:  

 As we celebrate the 350th Anniversary of the Bridgehampton Presby-
terian Church we are looking to the future, for our church and our 
local mission.  We gain our strength from our community and our 
history.  Like our country and its founding fathers and mothers, our 
church has a rich and fascinating history. 

 It is a draft statement and we invite others to watch for announce-
ments for the next meeting so we can gather in lots of ideas and support. 

 All events and activities will be branded with a logo being created for the 350th.  The goal is to get at 
least 8 on the calendar before the end of the year, so that we can announce the 350th Anniversary Cele-
bration and make sure we make all event calendars.  We hope to have a journal to sell ads to friends and 
local businesses, thank donors, and promote charities.  It would be available throughout the season.  

adopt “the adveNt pledGe” this adveNt seasoN! 

As you prepare this Advent for Christ coming again into our hearts, let’s listen to what has come to be 
called “The Christmas Pledge.”  If you adopt it this Advent, the busyness of the season will not obscure 
Jesus in your living.  “The Christmas Pledge” reads: 

Believing in the beauty and simplicity of Christmas, I commit myself to the following: 

To remember those people 
who truly need my gifts 

To express my love for family 
and friends in more direct 
ways than presents. 

To rededicate myself to the 
spiritual growth of my family 

To examine my holiday activi-
ties in light of the true spirit of 
Christmas 

To initiate one act of peace-
making within my circle of fam-
ily and friends 

That’s it.  That’s “The Christmas Pledge.”  Adopted with intent, the glitter and bright lights of the holi-
day season will not blind you as together we watch for signs of Jesus in the life around us.  
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share the Joy!!! let’s Go ChristMas  

CaroliNG aNd ChristMas soups… 

Let’s go Christmas Caroling with Christmas 
Soups to follow on Sunday, December 22nd.  The 
CE Ministry invites the congregation and friends 
to join us on the bus December 22nd at 3:30 pm in 
the Church Parking Lot as we go Christmas Carol-
ing to our homebound members.  There will be 
“fun accessories” for all to wear during caroling 
and activities back at the Parlors.  This will be lots 
of fun, a great way to kick off Christmas week!  Our 
senior citizens love seeing the kids and families, it 
truly brightens their Christmas, it is one of the 
most heart-warming events that CE does.  After 
Caroling at approximately 5:30 pm, we will return 
The Parlors to enjoy a warming dinner of soup, 
chili, rolls and dessert…  And of 
course Hot Cocoa!  Even if you 
cannot go caroling, please 
come for the soups!!!  Let’s 
spread some Christmas 
Cheer!!! See Emily Otto for 
more information. 

The Giving Tree Brings Gifts to  

BH School Children 

The Giving Tree will be put up in the Narthex Sun-
day, December 1, 2019.  We receive wish lists from 
numerous local families in need from our local 
school.  Cards with suggestions for food items along 
with gift card ideas are hung on the tree, which you 
can select and shop to fulfill these Christmas 
wishes and holiday meals.  Thank you for your sup-
port!   

Annual Christmas Eve Pageant Cast Calls 

Calling all Angels, Sheep, Shepherds, Magi, 
Mary and Joseph to participate in 
the Community Christmas Pag-
eant on Christmas Eve, Monday, December 
24 at 5:00 pm.  On December 1st, pageant 
casting will take place in Sunday School 
(parts are given out and the pageant store 
will be heard and discussed).  There will be 
no pageant practice after worship.  Even 
older children are welcome to participate as 
ushers or readers.  Rehearsals will take 
place on Sundays: December 8, 15, 22 at 
11:45 am following worship.  On Tuesday, 
December 24 at 3:45 pm, we will have the 
Dress Rehearsal just before the Pageant at 
5:00 pm.  All ages 3-Adult are invited to par-
ticipate.  It’s important to be present at re-
hearsals.  Please let Emily Otto know if your 
child/children will participate in this special 
worship service.  There is no Sunday School 
on December 29th. 
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FROM THE HISTORICAL RESTORATION AND PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

Are They Supports or Just Big Baubles? 

In this, the last in our series on features of our sanctuary, we point out two items seemingly glued to the south 
wall, just under the balconies.  Identical in appearance, each is about 21-1/2 inches high and almost eight inches 
deep at its deepest point, clearly visible during a quick glance around the room but more likely missed than seen.   

Without plans for the original construction, we cannot say they have been in position since 1842.  On the other 
hand, we can see no reason why they would have been added at some later time.  And, with their Ionic ram's 
horns and acanthus leaves, they would have fit well as part of the colorful Greek Revival décor of the early sanctu-
ary.  Arthur Newman (architect, historian and son of our ninth pastor) apparently came to the same conclusion, as 
shown by his rendering, done c. 1930, of what was then thought to have been the sanctuary's original appearance.  
(Unfortunately, errors since found in Newman's drawing prevent us from making the drawing a definitive 
source.)   

The two supports are arguably the oldest representations remaining in the church of the sanctuary's original styl-
ing.  The carved detail should be viewed "up close" to get its full effect.  So far, we have not located a form book 
that shows this particular product, which we believe was most likely commercially produced by craftsmen of that 
day, although the possibility remains that they were (most likely machine) carved locally. 

The supports' apparent heft and the (barely visible) presence of metal plates between them and the balconies 
supports the belief their purpose was structural, as well as ornamental.  With such a purpose, it is likely the build-
ers anchored the supports to posts or beams located between the south wall and what was then an outer wall.  
Since cutting into the wall would be necessary to confirm our assumption, we cannot be certain.  Nor does it ap-
pear that the 1960s Renovation yielded any information on this subject.  A clearer understanding awaits a future 
time.  

Our guess is the original sanctuary was purely rectangular (a view supported by Mr. Newman), with square cor-
ners at the north end, as well as the south, and that the configuration we now have resulted from a later expan-
sion of the north balcony.  Accordingly, it is likely the north wall would also have had supports like those on the 
south wall.  (To our knowledge, Mr. Newman did not produce a drawing looking north in the sanctuary.)      

We welcome any information anyone may have about these supports and their history. 

      Ron Brackett Doris Edwards   Carolyn French 
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Choral Society of the  

haMptoNs’ holiday  

Concert 

With Advent upon us, the Choral Society 

of the Hamptons’ Holiday Concerts was 

on Sunday, December 8, 2019, at 3:00 pm 

and 5:30 pm.  Mark Mangini, will be the 

conductor for this year’s Holiday Concert 

to be held in the BPC sanctuary.   

Opus 1850 Austin Pipe Organ Re-Dedicated in  

Choral Evensong Service 

A special Choral Evensong Service was authorized 
by the Session on Sunday, November 17, 2019 to 
re-dedicate the BPC Opus 1850 Austin Pipe Or-
gan. The Austin Pipe Organ had been recently re-
stored and renovated this past Spring through the 
Summer and into the Fall.  The Choral Evensong 
Service included instrumental, a vocal solo, choral 
presentations with our choir, (augmented with 
members of the Choral Society of the Hamptons), 
as well as guest singers and Handbells, all accom-
panied by the restored Austin.   

Guest organists included Walter Klauss, a highly 
regarded organist, harpsichordist and pianist, who 
for close to 40 years was director, then minister of 
music, at All Souls Unitarian Church in Manhattan, 
where he founded the critically acclaimed concert 
series, “Musica Viva”, and currently is Old Whalers’ 
Church’s artist in residence in Sag Harbor; and Pe-
ter Ludlow, an accomplished musician who was 
trained in Organ Performance at Vassar College 
and is currently music director at St. John’s Episco-
pal Church in Southampton. 

The Evensong Service included musical selections 
featuring the restored pipe organ and its newly 

renovated console—offering better visibility and extensive pedal options.  Relocated Gedect pipework 
makes room for the new 16 register reed pipes place on the swell windchest.  A wine and cheese recep-
tion followed in the Parlors. 
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Order Memorial Christmas  

poinsettias by December 13! 

Memorial Christmas Poinsettias will enliven our worship 
through Christmas Sunday, December 22nd, when we will 
have our traditional Lessons and Carols Service, and those 
who ordered them may take them home or leave for further 
display.  Because they will be in worship two Sundays this 
year (December 22), please place your order by Sunday, De-
cember 13th.  Poinsettias may be either red, pink or white 
and are $18.00 each. Payment is requested with the order 
form and may be handed in on Sundays or mailed to Deacons, 
BPC, P O Box 3038, Bridgehampton, NY 11932.  Call the 
Church Office with questions: 631-537-0863 or email: of-
fice@bridgehamptonpc.org. 

“yoGa – stretCh” Group  

Continues to Meet Fridays in 

December! 

The “Yoga – Stretch” group will continue to meet 
on Fridays, 8:30--9:30 am during December in The 
Parlors.  BPC hosts a “Yoga – Stretch” Class for 
members and friends with group leader Linda 
Capello.  Beginning, Friday, December 6, the group 
will continue to meet on Fridays through Decem-
ber.  It is possible classes will continue to meet in 
January as well.  Questions about this or a future 
group? Call Carrie Crowley at: (516) 459-7061. 

Christmas Eve Pageant and 

Candlelight Service,  

Sat, Dec 24th 

The Annual Christ-
mas Eve Pageant and 
Candlelight Service 
will be held at 5:00 
pm in the BPC sanc-
tuary. All children in 
the pageant should 
arrive at 3:45 pm for 
the “dress rehearsal” 
prior to the pageant at 5:00 pm.  All are invited to 
this tradition community celebration of Christmas.  
Bring out family and friends! 

Special Service of Lessons and 

Carols to Be Sun, Dec 22nd 

A special service of 
“Lessons and Carols” will 
be held on Sunday, De-
cember 22nd, at 10:30 
am.  Join with us for this 
traditional service where 
the readings of the 
prophets and the gospels 
combine with Christmas 
carols and songs to tell 
the Christmas story.  We will enjoy the Children’s 
Choir, the Bell Choir and the Adult Choir in this ser-
vice. 

mailto:office@bridgehamptonpc.org
mailto:office@bridgehamptonpc.org






Birthday’s  &  Anniversary’s  
December 2019 & January   2020 
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Jalen Cooks 12/01 

Leanne Hostetter 12/01 

Tom Conklin 12/02 

Zane Musnicki 12/02 

Brian Otto 12/02 

Lauren Weiss 12/02 

Mary Bishop 12/10 

Bill McCoy 12/10 

Evelyn Versace 12/10 

David Conklin 12/12 

Elijah McCleland 12/13 

Christina Osborn 12/19 

Hudson Tanzmann 12/19 

Lisa Thayer 12/19 

Dylan Centalonza 12/23 

Fallon Centalonza 12/23 

Anais Kuss 12/23 

Meadow Osborn 12/23 

Kathy Lowe 12/29 

Rebecca Wright 12/30 

Emily Otto 1/02  

Aubrey Jean Otto 1/02  

Susan Scelzi 1/04  

Nobel Weigley 1/04  

Jason Keyes 1/05  

Gracen Keyes 1/10  

Bill & Noreen Barbour  1/12 

Lachlan Beard 1/13  

Aiko Decelles 1/13  

Zachary Waleko 1/13  

Carley Wootton 1/13  

Maddox Kuss 1/15  

Jane Weigley 1/15  

Louis Dickson 1/20  

Skye Tanzmann 1/21  

Lindsey Weigley 1/21  

Kitty McCoy 1/23  

Barabara Lipman-Wulf 1/24  

Robert Thayer 1/25  

Brynn Crowley 1/26  

Kathleen McCleland 1/27  

Grace Conklin 1/30  

Graydon Decelles 1/31  

Bring in Over-the-Counter Medi-

cal Supplies for Cuba Mission 

As we prepare for the next Mission Trip to our Sis-
ter Church in Güines, Cuba, please bring in over-the-
counter medical supplies.  Tylenol, aspirin, Motrin, 
Band-Aids, antiseptic lotion, skin creams, antacids, 
vitamins (especially “Flintstones” for children or 
Centrum for adults), allergy relief, and other needed 
items.  Please place them in the Cuba Mission box in 
the Narthex. 

New Church & Thayer Hardware Crosswalk on Montauk Highway 

The State Department of Transportation has renovated the important crosswalk in front of the Bridgehampton 
Presbyterian Church and the Thayer Hard-
ware and Casual Furniture Store.  Pictured 
here are workers constructing the sidewalk 
on the church side of the street and after 
the sidewalk solidified.  Note that Thomas 
and Rufino are inserting electric conduits 
for our soon to be lit Christmas 
trees.  Thanks to Thomas and Rufino! 

NeW NeWs: " “yoGa -

-  Group to Con-

tinue to Meet Fri-

days in December! 

“Yoga – Stretch” will con-
tinue to meet Fridays 8:30--
9:30 am in December in The 
Parlors. BPC welcomes a 
“Yoga”/ “Stretch” Class for 
members and friends. The 
group leader Linda Capello 
will continue Friday classes 
beginning, Friday, December 
6 and continuing through 
December. Possible classes 
to continue to meet in Janu-
ary as well. Questions about 
this or a future group? Call 
Carrie Crowley at: (516) 459
-7061. 
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